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After a short time, Suydam retired from the enterprise,
and I went to live with Ellis, where I had good board; my
wages at first were $10 a month and board, but later I got
as high as $25. I quit work in the fall of 1835. I might
have continued much longer with Ellis, but the odor of the
lye affected my lungs, and I was advised by Dr. David
Ward, our school physician, to stop. The Intelligencer was
not a profitable venture. Ellis suspended publication, and
finally sold his plant (August, 1836) to H. O. and C. C.
Sholes, who started the Wisconsin Democrat. 1 used occa-
sionally to help them set type on this paper. Upon leaving
Ellis, I became a clerk for Alexander J. Irwin, at Shanty-
town; he had failed in 1834, but had started up again. He
remained in business this time, however, but three years —
till 1838. His trade was almost wholly with the whites, al-
though he occasionally bought tanned deer skins from the
Indians. When Irwin gave up business, I went to Nava-
rino, and clerked for Robert M. Eberts, who kept drugs
and groceries, and had no Indian trade.

Solomon Juneau wrote to me in 1839, to go to work for
him, in Milwaukee, and I went, although I did not stay
long. My brother Andrew was, at this time, trading at
Port Washington. There came to Milwaukee, about this
time, from Cleveland, Ohio, two young men named ——
Monroe and Page. They started a general store, and
upon the advice of Juneau I went to work for them, my
pay being $25 a month “and find myself.”

I remained but six months with Monroe & Page. Then
Juneau got me a place with David George & Co., hats and
caps, on East Water street. I boarded with George, upon
the lake front, near where Juneau’s statue now is. After
staying with them for eighteen months, I received a letter
from father, who wished me to help him in a little general
store which he was conducting on Claim 14, in the town of
Fort Howard. I went and staid, I believe, until the spring
of 1843. Next, I went to Navarino, and became a clerk for
William D. Colburn, a dry goods man whom I grew to ad-
mire. After two years with Colburn, I returned to father,
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